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JONI

AND FRIENDS

This month, our Guatemala team had the privilege of attending an insightful and inspiring workshop
hosted by Joni and Friends, a ministry of the Joni Eareckson Tada Foundation based in the United
States. The training focused on how churches around the world are effectively meeting the spiritual,
emotional, and physical needs of individuals with disabilities. Through powerful testimonies and
practical teaching, we were challenged to examine how our own church can become more inclusive
and accessible. A key part of the workshop explored what Scripture says about people with
disabilities and how deeply God values and loves each one. We walked away with valuable
resources and practical strategies to help us better welcome, support, and involve people with
disabilities in every area of ministry. Joining us were Pastor Esteban and his wife Rosie, as well as
Pastor Rodrigo, all of whom are excited to implement what we’ve learned within our local church
community.
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JONI AND FRIENDS MINISTRY OVERVIEW

Joni and Friends is a global Christian ministry founded by Joni Eareckson Tada,
who became a quadriplegic after a diving accident at age 17. Since then, she has
become a powerful advocate for people with disabilities, using her personal story
to encourage the Church to embrace, include, and serve individuals and families
affected by disability. The ministry is built on a vision of bringing the Gospel and
practical support to people living with disabilities around the world. Through
workshops, retreats, and church partnerships, Joni and Friends is helping to
transform cultural and spiritual attitudes abou.bt disability in Latin America. The
training not only addresses practical needs, but also challenges the Church to
reflect Christ's love and justice in how it includes those who have often been

forgotten.

KIMBERLY'S TRAVELS

Kimberly spent June ministering to 5 churches
throughout Northern Minnesota and Wisconsin.
Although scheduled to be the Missionary for
VBS at Faith Bible Church in Bemidji, a major
storm ripped through devastating the
community and leaving the area without power
for many days, with record high temps.
Although disappointed, Kimberly quickly
pivoted and turned her focus to recruiting and
preparing upcoming mission teams for next
year's camp. In July Kimberly is available to
speak to your church or group in the Mitten of
Michigan or Ohio.

1001 Starkey Rd. Lot 598,

727-251-6427 ] i '
(W LDSItheAmericas@gmail.com Q Largo, FL 33771 United States



LATIN DEAF SERVICES, INC | NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025

GEARING UP FOR CAMP 2026!

Mark your calendars for January 30—February 2, 2026 as we host our annual
Deaf Adult Camp in Guatemala! This year’'s theme, "Transformed" (Romans
12:1-2), reflects our desire to see lives renewed through the power of the Gospel.
The camp will focus on reaching Deaf adults with the message of Christ, while

also equipping them with vital language and vocabulary skills. In addition, we will
continue mentoring and shepherding Deaf church leaders—raising up strong,
biblically grounded individuals to serve their communities with confidence and
clarity. Camp is a powerful time of cclnnection, growth, and spiritual
transformation—don’t miss it!

FINDING PURPOSE
THROUGH CONNECTION

Connection is life-changing for the isolated
Deaf in Guatemala. Many grow up without
language, education, or community, leading to
deep loneliness and vulnerability. When they
are introduced to sign language and the love of
Christ, everything changes—they begin to
communicate, build friendships, and find
purpose. Reaching the isolated Deaf isn't just
important—it’s urgent. Every life touched is a
testimony of God’s love breaking through
silence and isolation.
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FAITH-BASED CONGRESS FOR THE DEAF
PROPOSED FOR 2025 - Guatemala

Empowering Deaf Leaders. Equipping Churches. Expanding Hope.

Latin Deaf Services Inc. envisions launching the first-ever Faith-Based Congress for the Deaf
—a life-changing weekend focused on:

**Spiritual Growth**

**Health & Wellness**

**Job Skills Training**

**|nterpreter & Pastor Development**

Guest Speakers from Chile & Argentina will train pastors and
interpreters to start Deaf ministries and raise up new leaders in the Church.
£ What's Needed
Prayers of the Saints!!!!
 $5,000 — Meals, venue, speaker fees & materials
* $2,000 — Travel for international staff and attendees
You can help launch this movement.

Your gift equips the Deaf in Guatemala to lead, serve, and grow in faith.

Give at:
Donate here

mail to:Latin Deaf Services, Inc;
1001 Starkey Rd Lot 598, Largo, FL 33771

Together, we can build something that lasts.

A Movement in Motion

We believe this Faith-Based Congress has the
potential to ignite a movement—one where the
Deaf are not just included but leading, teaching,
and transforming their communities. It's a bold
vision rooted in love, shaped by experience,
and driven by a deep belief: that the Deaf are
not forgotten by God, and their leadership is
vital to the church.

Would you consider partnering with us to make

this dream a reality?
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