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we're so glad you're here!

 Pastor Mark Truitt reports
I found the Pastor’s Training Institute to be highly
beneficial to the pastors. While they already had a
basic understanding of the concepts, they lacked in-
depth training and knowledge of the subjects. Clearly
Esteban's knowledge of scripture and doctrine was
much deeper, showing exactly how beneficial CEO
Roy Price’s years of mentorship really was.  My main
goal for the institute and the camp was to effectively
train Deaf leaders to pass it on, following 2 Timothy
2:2.  

One of the most impactful moments for me was
witnessing Rodney sing from the heart, with no
spoken words and no music. As Rodney modeled this
for the others, they practiced and followed his
example, making it a meaningful experience.  

Compared to last year, the training was more intense,
providing deeper knowledge, stronger relationships,
and improved communication. The topics covered in
the institute took an in-depth doctrinal approach,
helping the pastors grow in their understanding.  

Reflecting on the experience, it gives me joy in seeing
my training being used elsewhere, knowing that the
knowledge imparted will continue to impact others.

Our beloved Melissa has gone home to her Heavenly Father.
It leaves us sad but at the same time, she was a great
example of kindness, struggle and above all a search for
God that we will never forget. A woman of character,
example of maturity, motivated us with her courage and
strength. Melisa, you are in the arms of the Father  We will
always remember you with a smile and love.

P A S T O R ’ S  T R A I N I N G  I N S T I T U T E  

R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  B E L O V E D  M E L I S A  

Great Loss for our Team



I n  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  j o u r n e y  t o  G u a t e m a l a ,  P a s t o r  M a r k  l e d  a  d e d i c a t e d
t e a m  o f  f o u r  f r o m  h i s  c h u r c h  o n  a  m i s s i o n ’ s  t r i p  t o  s u p p o r t  C h o s e n  C a m p
f o r  t h e  D e a f  2 0 2 5  a n d  t h e  e x t e n d e d  P a s t o r  T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t e .  T h e i r  v i s i t  w a s
n o t  o n l y  a  s o u r c e  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  t h e  D e a f  p a s t o r s  i n  G u a t e m a l a  b u t
a l s o  l e f t  a  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  m i s s i o n  t e a m  m e m b e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .

T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  D e a f  A m e r i c a n s  w i t h  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  f o l l o w i n g
C h r i s t  a n d  s e r v i n g  i n  c h u r c h  m i n i s t r y  s e r v e d  a s  a  p o w e r f u l  e x a m p l e  t o  t h e
D e a f  p a s t o r s  i n  G u a t e m a l a .  I t  p r o v i d e d  t h e m  w i t h  a  v i s i o n  o f  l o n g - t e r m
f a i t h f u l n e s s  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e i r  o w n
c o m m u n i t i e s .  W i t n e s s i n g  D e a f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a v e  s p e n t  y e a r s  i n  m i n i s t r y
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  p a s t o r s  t h a t  t h e y ,  t o o ,  c a n  b e  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s
a n d  m e n t o r s ,  f o s t e r i n g  g r o w t h  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e i r
c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  i n n o v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  r e s o n a t e d  d e e p l y  w i t h  t h e
p a s t o r s .  C h r i s t i n a  s h a r e d  h e r  e x p e r t i s e  i n  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g
w o m e n ’ s  m i n i s t r y ,  p r o v i d i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  t h e  g r o w t h
o f  t h e s e  v i t a l  p r o g r a m s .  C J ,  s e r v i n g  a s  a  m e n t e e  o f  P a s t o r  M a r k ,  w a s  t h e r e
t o  o b s e r v e  a n d  l e a r n ,  g a i n i n g  i n v a l u a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
m i n i s t r y  a n d  m i s s i o n s  w o r k .
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o f o u n d  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  t r i p  w a s  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s
m a d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  m i s s i o n  t e a m  a n d  t h e  D e a f  G u a t e m a l a n s .  L e a r n i n g  t h e i r
n a m e s ,  h e a r i n g  t h e i r  s t o r i e s ,  a n d  w i t n e s s i n g  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s  c r e a t e d  a
d e e p  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  b o n d .  T h e s e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  t e a m
w i t h  a  t a n g i b l e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  h a r d s h i p s  f a c e d  b y  t h e
c o m m u n i t y ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  o n g o i n g  w o r k
o f  L a t i n  D e a f  S e r v i c e s  I n c . T h e i r  j o u r n e y  w a s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t  t e a c h i n g  a n d
s e r v i n g ;  i t  w a s  a b o u t  l e a r n i n g ,  g r o w i n g ,  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  l a s t i n g
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h a p e  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  m i s s i o n ,  P a s t o r  M a r k  a n t i c i p a t e s  a n  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n
f u t u r e  t r i p s ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  m o r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
w i t n e s s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  w o r k  f i r s t h a n d .  T h i s  m i s s i o n  w a s  n o t  j u s t  a  s i n g l e
e v e n t — i t  w a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  l o n g - t e r m  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
D e a f  c o m m u n i t y  i n  G u a t e m a l a  t h r o u g h  f a i t h ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n .
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